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"American Journal of Pharmacy,’ April, l,X .jd ■ An item 
has lately appeared in medical journals calling attention to 
the danger ol combining cherry-laurel water with morphine, 
as an insoluble precipitate of cyanide of morphine may be 
formed, and taken by the patient with the last portions ol 
the mixture. John M. Maisch states that if the cherry- 
laurel water be made by distillation from the leaves, it can¬ 
not contain a cyanide, and the free hydrocyanic acid will 
not cause a precipitate, but if prepared by magnesia, it must 
contain magnesium cyanide, which would precipitate mor¬ 
phine. 

“American Journal Pharmacy,” April, 1890.—Geo M. 
Reringer, Ph.G., considers that the process of preparing 
tincture of musk as directed by the l'. S. Pharmacopuia is 
extravagant and wasteful. I le suggest thats in the pharma- 
copo ial revision a strength of eight grains to the fluid 
ounce with diluted .alcohol as a menstruum be adopted, 
which yields a tincture nearly identical in strength with that 
of the German Pharmacopuia. 

MK.VIAI AM) NKRYolS TK< >1 T.l Is I'i ) 1.1. < )\\ INC (.Kim:. 

According to the "Relive gem-rale dc clinique et de 
thcrapentirpie,” March 26, 1X90, l)r. Seglas as well as Dr. 
1 Richard and Grasset, have observed the rekindling or 
aggravation of nervous and mental troubles bv the recent 
epidemic in persons of neurotic disposition. Following a 
light attack of grippe appeared a trigeminal neuralgia that 
had given no trouble for ten years. The seizure lasted 
three weeks. An hysterical patient, who had been free 
from hysteria tor two years, had an attack that lasted two 
days. Hysteria in another made its appearance following 
grippe alter five years’absence. In neurasthenics, all the 
symptoms were greatly aggravated by the epidemic. Men¬ 
tal troubles following grippe are usually those of depres¬ 
sion. Simple depression, intellectual and physical, absolute 
indifference, a sort of general sluggishness of all the mental 
faculties. Hallucinations were increased and classic mental 
conditions exaggerated by grippe. 

I'lfYKR IX KXOl'imiAI.MIt' (.OITRI.. 

The “Progres Medical,” Dec. 7, 1SX9, contains reference 
to the report of Gillcs De La Tourette and 11 . Cathelineau 
on the study of fever in exophthalmic goitre. Rasedow's 
disease without fever gives absolutely normal urine, even 
to normal phosphoric acid. When fever is present, spec¬ 
troscopic examination reveals normal urea, phosphoric acid. 
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and urobilin. This lever, then, is uni<iue, since the excreta 
possess none of the characteristics peculiar to other eleva¬ 
tions ol temperature. The authors now propose to extend 
their observations to hysterical fever, an extreinelv rare 
condition, no case having appeared at the Salpetriere dur¬ 
ing the ]>ast two years. * I, F. IF 
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Ihe "Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, Apri 1 3, 
1S90, contains an account of this unusual case, by II. II. A. 
Beach. M. 1 ). A girl when four years old was kicked in 
the head by a horse ; had bleeding from the nose and left 
ear, and w as unconscious for .1 week. Some pieces of bone 
were removed at the time of injury. About a month later, 
an abscess formed at the site of the wound, and on being 
opened, continued to discharge for six months. When nine- 
years old she had full epileptic siezurcs, which continued to 
recur with increasing frequency and severity up to the time 
of operation. Kxamination showed a crucial cicatrix in 
the posterior temporal region, with a small depression 
w here the lines crossed. Slight pressure here caused pain. 
After raising a flap, a nearly circular opening was disclosed 
in the skull. Idled in with a web of cicatricial tissue, in the 
meshes of which there seemed to be a small cyst. Tile- 
cicatrix w as dissected from the brain and a sharp spicula of 
bone removed, which projected from the border of the 
opening. Since the operation the patient has improved 
mentally and physically, and more than nine months have- 
now passed without a return of any epileptic symptoms. 

I5K IK I- \ OIKS ON TIIK l-RiiMI'T l< K( < X INI I ION AND Tkl-'.AT- 
MKNT OF SYI’IIII.IS OF till IIKAIN. 

A short paper by J. Leonard Corning, M.A., M.D., con¬ 
tains the following : 

The most important symptoms in cerebral syphilis are 
violent headaches, especially at night. Tender points oil 
the seal]). Karly attacks of vertigo and mental impairment, 
with inability to concentrate the thoughts or remember past 
events. Sensory and motor derangements, and also impair¬ 
ment of sight or speech. If spasms occur, they are usually 
limited to certain groups of muscles, and the same is gen¬ 
erally true of paralysis. Both the monospasm and mono¬ 
plegia tend to appear and disappear. Unlike the paralysis 
from apoplexy, this variety comes on gradually. The era- 



